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ABSTRACT  
In parallel with the increase of the students, there is a rapid increase use of technology. Wider accessibility to internet, use of e-mails, web 
sources, use of advanced mobile gadgets and simulators further fuels the use of technology. However, it is of crucial importance that 
technology-based learning environment has high-security hardware, that it embodies features that will properly suit their level of and help 
their development of cognitive, psychomotor and social development process of the students. Therefore, online class/labs and online 
applied conference/courses–when used effectively-will positively contribute to development of critical thinking skills, an indispensible part 
and major aim of contemporary education.Therefore, it is vital that technology-based learning environment is utilized and its significant is 
appreciated in order to enable development and actual practice of critical thinking skills by the nursing faculty members and the students. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Health care systems are changing rapidly in many countries. As a result of these dynamic changes and developments 
experienced in health care systems, health care technologies have begun to develop rapidly (Cholewka and Mohr, 2009; 
Kala et al., 2010; Yoo and Park, 2014). This situation has led to the emergence of new knowledge and concepts related to 
technology in nursing education, practices and researches. In addition, it also required for nurses to acquire new knowledge 
and skills in the changing application areas (Camilli, 2014; Chan et al., 2016; Shellenbarger and Robb, 2015). Along with the 
global technological developments, nursing faculties providing education at the undergraduate level are faced with the fact 
that students should be prepared for the changing health care environments (Shellenbarger and Robb, 2015). Within the 
changing health care system, nurses are expected to have the necessary skills in health politics, leadership, system 
configuration, researches, evidence-based practices, team work and in their communication with other health care team 
members (Kala et al., 2010). However, nursing students may have difficulties in learning clinical skills including 
psychomotor, cognitive and affective domains (Haraldseid, 2015). Therefore, it is important for nursing students to use new 
teaching methods along with the changing technology in order to adapt to the changes and to implement nursing practices 
safely (Chlowka and Mohr, 2009). Since the knowledge level and clinical decision-making skills of the nurses are regarded as 
important factors in determining their professional competencies, instructors should develop learning methods to meet 
these learning requirements in nursing education (Kala et al., 2010). The education and training methods that are 
intertwined with technology can be used to reflect the theoretical knowledge on nursing practices. The use of technology in 
nursing education offers many advantages for developing new teaching strategies (Axley, 2008; Shellenbarger and Robb, 
2015). It is very important to integrate information technologies into the curriculum so that nursing students can achieve 
success during their education and professional career (Edwars and O’Connor, 2011). The use of technology in nursing 
undergraduate courses is becoming widespread along with the ease of Internet access, the use of electronic mail and web 
resources, the development of mobile devices and simulators. The development of nursing students' critical thinking skills is 
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ensured through the technology used, and they can easily make the right decisions and learn the theoretical and practical 
courses, and their adaptation to the clinical environment becomes easier (Carley, 2015; Doswell et al., 2013; Fitzgerald et 
al., 2012; Kaya et al., 2011).  

Critical thinking is a mental process that enables the person to reach a decision that directs the individual's behavior a result 
of the active perception, analysis, synthesis and evaluation of the information obtained through observation, experience 
and communication, or all possibilities (Papathanasiou et al., 2014; Price 2015; Pucer et al. 2014). Critical thinking, which is 
an important element of the education process, develops with knowledge and experience (Kaddoura, 2011; Porter-O’Grady 
et al., 2005). Graduated nurses are expected to have critical thinking skills to ensure their compliance with the 
multidimensional care systems that include complexity of service offered in various fields, technological knowledge and 
application and with the rapidly changing health care systems (Chan et al.  2016; Kaya et al., 2011; Shirrell 2008). Nurses use 
critical thinking skills while taking important decisions about the solution of different problems they encounter during 
working hours and the stress caused by these problems. Critical thinking, which is an important part of occupational 
responsibility and nursing care, ensures that nurses perform more evidence-based practices while providing to achieve the 
expected results in patient care (Benner et al. 2008; Chan 2013; Kaya et al., 2011; Papathanasiou et al. 2007; Pucer et. al. 
2014).  When the literature is examined, it is seen that technological developments such as simulation applications, 
distance education techniques, online applied conferences and courses, mobile devices that have been used in nursing 
education in recent years are effective in the development of their critical thinking and decision making skills (Pucer et. al. 
2014; Reviriego 2014; Wu 2014). 

2. DISTANCE EDUCATION TECHNOLOGIES 

Distance education is defined as the process of ensuring that nursing students receive education outside the classroom or 
the building where education is provided, ensuring the learning of more people, and offering an opportunity to share 
educational and teaching resources with the students, along with the integrated use of video, audio, computer, email, fax, 
multimedia communication or other technological methods (Kantek, 2013; Mancusa, 2009).  

In parallel with the increase in content of the scientific knowledge that guides nursing practices, the intensity of the 
subjects in the nursing curriculum and course contents is increasing. In addition, in line with the increasing demand for 
higher education institutions, the number of students is increasing with each passing day, and changes are seen in the 
demographic characteristics of the students such as the average age and working conditions (Holly, 2009; Kaveevivitchai et 
al., 2009; Kummerow, 2009). This situation causes troubles for institutions in terms of the fact that economic, political, 
physical working conditions and the number of instructors are insufficient (Şenyuva and Taşocak, 2014). All these factors 
lead to the necessity of using and developing distance education technologies in order to prevent time limitations in 
training applications, to reduce content intensity and to provide training for more learners (Carpenter et al., 2013; 
Kummerow, 2009; Mee, 2014). Thanks to distance education technologies, students and instructors can learn in different 
environments and at different times, even in different countries (Holly, 2009). 

Nursing education in distance education systems has been mentioned since 1969 (Kala et al., 2010). While web-based 
computer technologies that were used during the first years of distance education in nursing education were used only in 
the education and learning process, they are now being used as a strategy for sharing learning skills and knowledge (Kala et 
al., 2010). Distance education is an important training method used to enable students to receive nursing education flexibly 
and to follow new developments in the changing and developing health system, without the requirement of attending the 
courses. However, in order for these training methods to be carried out effectively, the educational institutions should have 
adequate technological facilities, experienced instructors, technical staff and structured programs (Kummerow, 2009; Seven 
et al., 2014). American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) (1999) states that distance education techniques will 
ensure nurses' preparation of clinical practices and contribute to the education of future nurse lecturers when they are 
used with caution (Mancusa, 2009). When distance education technologies are managed well, they provide effective and 
fast feedback by facilitating the interaction between students and instructors and their peers. This situation enables 
students to develop their critical thinking skills (Carter et al., 2006).  

Critical thinking skill is a part of distance education, and it is important for students to think critically during the learning 
experience or to acquire the necessary skills (Gharip et al., 2016). Nurses with critical thinking skills can respond to their 
practices more effectively in order to meet the needs of the healthy/sick individual (Carter et al., 2006). 

2.1. Simulation Technologies 

Simulation is accepted as a valid tool by instructors and researchers in the acquisition of knowledge and is used as an 
innovative teaching approach. When it is accepted as a learning tool, simulation is in good harmony with the theoretical 
and conceptual structure of nursing education (Campbell and Daley, 2013; Faulcon, 2015). Students' experiences on patient 
care and ability to deal with problems may be inadequate due to the rapid changes in application areas, problems related 
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to patient safety and ethical problems. It is very important that health professionals are prepared to provide fast, safe and 
effective care in the presentation of health care. For this purpose, simulation is used as an approach to provide active and 
experiential learning (Clayton et al., 2017; Kim et al., 2016).  

Simulation technologies offer opportunities to present and learn nursing practices in a realistic environment. Instructors 
use low-tech simulations (low fidelity simulations) such as arm models and hip models and simulations including advanced 
technology supported by computer systems (screen based simulations) to prevent patients from being harmed by reducing 
medical errors. Students are learning care practices by performing all possible errors on simulation models without harming 
the patients (Faulcon 2015; Lavoie and Clarke, 2017; Solnick and Weiss, 2007). On the other hand, students develop their 
clinical decision making skills by means of simulation applications, their self-confidence increases, and also their problem 
solving and communication skills develop (Sharoff, 2013). Thanks to the realistic simulation scenarios, all inexperienced or 
expert nurses and students can acquire the skills necessary to fulfill the roles and responsibilities expected from them in 
life-threatening situations and emergency situations. However, while simulation technologies are integrated into the 
nursing curriculum by faculties, it is necessary to evaluate their advantages, disadvantages, difficulties and whether they 
meet the learning outcomes (Faulcon, 2015). In addition, the content and the difficulty level of the scenarios, and students' 
learning requirements should be evaluated during the planning of simulation scenarios. These scenarios should not cause 
too much stress on students (Kim et al., 2016; Clayton et al., 2017).  

Nursing education studies have shown that simulation technologies make it easier for students to learn application skills, 
support critical thinking and their confidence level and increase their scientific knowledge (Sharoff, 2013). Critical thinking 
has been emphasized as a standard at all levels of education from the past to the present day. Simulation completes the 
missing pieces for nursing education by transforming the enthusiasm that every student has in technology into an 
interactive and valuable learning that focuses on critical thinking (Radhakrishnan et al., 2007). The fact that simulation 
technologies are ethically appropriate and that nursing practices are also applied in a safe, effective and ethical manner 
contribute to the integration of nursing students with theoretical knowledge and critical thinking (Campbell and Daley, 
2013). 

2.2. Mobile Technologies 

Mobile technologies started to be used in nursing education about 20 years ago (Swan et. al. 2013). In the literature, 
concepts such as PDA-personal digital assistants, smart phones, tablets, handheld terminals are used to describe mobile 
devices (Doyle et al. 2014). Mobile technologies have become significant in the healthcare environment since they enable 
nursing students to get information about medicines, patient care and diseases (Day-Black and Merril, 2015). The use of 
mobile devices in health education becomes even more important due to inadequate number of educators and the 
increase in the number of formal and evening education students enrolled in nursing faculties (Maag 2006). Nursing 
students are encouraged to use mobile devices to monitor their recorded practices, to access information resources related 
to the subject, to use technological products related to care practices, and to know the existence of these technologies and 
to comply with them (Doyle et al. 2014). 

In nursing education, mobile technologies are used in clinical applications, classes and practice/simulation laboratories 
(Raman 2015). The complexity of the issues related to healthy/sick individual's health is faced with the fact that increasingly 
effective clinical information should be managed (Dolye et al. 2014). The use of mobile learning applications by educators is 
increasing to facilitate and improve the learning of students in the field of health sciences, to provide rapid communication 
and interaction with evidence-based applications. Thus, instructors can observe students' progress thanks to mobile 
technologies (Coulby et al. 2011; George et. al. 2010; Maag 2006). While these advantages are provided in terms of 
educators, students are provided with advantages in issues such as quick access to information, providing cognitive and 
collaborative learning, getting feedback from educators more often (Coulby et al. 2011; Kenny et al. 2009; Wyatt 2010). 
Mobile devices provide quick access to desired evidence-based information about nursing practices and also support 
students' critical thinking and decision-making processes (Doran et al. 2010; Lai and Wu 2012). In the study carried out by 
Lai and Wu (2012) with 8 students in psychiatry clinics for 3 weeks, they determined that the combination of mobile 
technologies and internet technologies is effective in the development of students' critical thinking skills. This situation is 
effective for students to plan the care of the healthy/sick individual in a way specific to individual, and supporting 
individuality (Sedgwick 2016).  

3. CONCLUSION 

The expansion of technology in nursing education has an important role for students to acquire the professional knowledge 
and skills required by the age. The distance education used in nursing education will start to be used more in the education 
of students along with the advancement of technological developments such as simulation and mobile technologies. 
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Graduate nurses should receive education by closely following the technological developments to fulfill their professional 
roles and responsibilities defined in the international arena and to be able to think critically while making decisions about 
patient care in the clinical environment. Accordingly, the fact that institutions increase their technological equipments and 
provide the physical conditions by being supported politically and economically by the governments for nursing education, 
the participation of instructors and students in trainings (congress, symposium, seminar etc.) for the effective and ethical 
use of technological equipment, and increasing the number of researches evaluating the effectiveness of technology in care 
are important. When all these possibilities are provided, students will closely follow the developments in the field of health 
care by developing their high-level learning and critical thinking skills, and the results expected in the care of a healthy/sick 
individual and patient safety will be ensured.  
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